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" New Discoveries
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Sun-scorched Mercury is only slightly larger than Earth's [Moon. Like the Moon, Mercury
has very little atmosphere t0 Stop impacts, ahd it is covered with Craters. Mercury's
dayside is super-heated by the suh, but at hight temperatures drop hundreds of degrees
below freezing. JCe may even exist in Craters. Mercury's egg-shaped orbit takes it around
the sun every 88 days.

Venus is a dim world of intense heat and VolCahiC activity. Similar in StruCture and size to
Earth, Venus' thick, toxiC atmosphere traps heat in a runaway "greenhouse effect.” The
scorched world has temperatures hot enough to melt lead. Glimpses below the Cclouds

reveal Volcanhoes ahd deformed mountains. Venus spins slowly in the opposite direction of
most planets

Earth is an oCcean planet. Qur home world's abuhdance of water - and life -- makes it
uhique in our solar system. Other plahets, plus a few moons, have ice, atmospheres,
seasons and even weather, but only on Earth does the whole compliCated mix come
together in @ way that encourages life -- ahd [ots Of it.

Mars is a cold desert world. Tt is half the diameter of Earth anhd has the same amount
Of dry land. Like Earth, Mars has seasons, polar iCe Caps, VolCanhoes, Canyons and
weather, but its atmosphere is too thin for liqguid water to exist for |ong on the
surface. There are sighs Of ancient floods onh Mars, but evidence for water how exists
tmainly in icy soil and thih Clouds.
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Space travel around the Sun to the Asteroid Belt and
Back to Earth!

refers speCifiCally to the small roCKy—iCy ahd metalliC bodies Of
wikipedia
the _inner Solar System mostly from [Mars out to the orbit of Jupiter.
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